
reputable physicians that he has an incurable disease. True, he
wishes his liberty, but the fact that he may for the rest of his nat¬
ural life be sequestered in an institution for the insane really gives
him no concern. When, in the course of our examination, he was
unable to make change in the simplest sums, he was entirely undis¬
turbed. AA'hen, after repeated corrections, he could not tell how
much twenty-five cents and fifteen cents would be, and when with
pencil and paper he could not figure out how much the half of $65
would be. he savi' absolutely no significance in the failures. Be It
remembered that these were computations of his dally life which
he had done with ease and accuracy for many years.

"Furthermore, during the hearing and during our examination
when talking about the testimony, he evinced no active Interest In
the statements of the witnesses, showed absolutely no concern re¬
garding serious statements involving life, liberty and property, not
only was he unable to understand the significance of much that
was said, but was quite Indifferent to what he did understand.
His own conduct during the hearing may well be contrasted with
that of his brothers and his friends, for all of whom the proceed¬
ings were naturally of infinitely less concern than for him.

"The testimony and our own examinations shows clearly to us
mental failure, both as regards memory, judgment and the general
appreciation of his surroundings and of events concerning himself.
Beginning with the matters which concerned him most frequently
and with which he was naturally most familiar and mental opera¬
tions which he had so often repeated that they must have become
almost automatic, we may state that during our examination, when
asked how much the bill would be for three drinks of whisky at 15
cents each, he said that there would be tAvo for a quarter and 15
cents for the other, but repeatedly and after being told a number of
times that his statement was incorrect, he asserted that the amount
was 35 cents. During this computation he became so confused
that he sometimes added 10 cents to the 25, sometimes 15, but
continued to make the sum 35 cents. With pencil and paper he
correctly multiplied 65 cents by 5, the proposition being the cost
of <òó barrels of beer at $5 a barrel, but was unable to estimate his
rebate, which was 50 cents a barrel. This he attempted to do with
pencil and paper, but was absolutely unable to do it, saying first
that it would be $22.50 and then $17.50. then $30. and finally,
after great effort and obvious confusion, did hit on the correct sum.
When asked how much would remain if $2.35 were taken from $10
he was entirely unable to state the remainder, and then when he
made the attempt with peucil and paper, made numerous errors
and had to be corrected several times before arriving at the correct
amount.

"In order to make these tests as fair and realistic as possible. \v
procured a lot of small change and made dummy purchases of him.
as it were, over a bar. The first proposition was to pay a bill of
$2.60. for which he was handed a $10 bill. It was with great
difficulty and extreme slowness that he finally counted out change,
which was wrong by 90 cents. When he was told that this was
wrong and did it over again, he again made an error, but finally
gaA'e correct change. He" was then asked to take $3.75 out of $10
and this time he gave the correct change, but it was only after the
expenditure of a great amount of time, after counting and re¬
counting and making numerous mistakes. There were other simi¬
lar tests, but the foregoing are fair examples. These were all
made after it was explained to Mr. Curran what their purpose was,
and that it was to giA'e him an opportunity to make good his asser¬
tion that he was amply able to make change and do all computa¬tions necessary for the transaction of his business. We also made
the attempt to have him as much at ease as possible, asked him
to take plenty of time, and iV is fair to suppose that he was exer¬
cising his intellect to the utmost of his ability.

"We think it also worthy of remark that he had no recollection
whatsoever that more than one physician was called on his side,
who ha.d examined him and testified in his behalf. He could recall
really none of the essential features of any of the testimony eitlv

.

for or against him, except in a general way that his friends thoughthe was all right and the others that there Avas something the
matter with him.

"Furthermore, Mr. Curran showed lack of appreciation of the fact
that he was in an abnormal condition about the time of Christmasof last year when he was sent to the Washingtonian Ho,nie, to the
Detention Hospital, was adjudged insane and sent to Lake Geneva.
Not only is he unwilling to admit that he was not all right at that
time, but he is certainly sincere in his belief that he was at first
only slightly under the influence of liquor, and that after the fi.
day he was simply 'a little nervous.' The testimony of every wit¬
ness who testified concerning his condition at that time, exceptingthat of Mrs. Morgan, was to the effect that there were then ex¬
ceedingly obvious .symptoms of mental disturbance. Had the dis¬
turbance at that time been simply the result of a spree, and were
Mr. «in ran at present normal, his view of his then condition won  

be decidedly different from what it is at present. He would recogaize now that he was at that time in an abnormal condition."The physical examination, made with the patient completely
stripped and which was thorough in every respect, revealed to us
the ordinary classical and universally recognized signs of general
paresis. The state of the pupils, the disorder of speech, the condi¬
tion of the deep reflexes, the character of the tremor present, and
the disturbance of co-ordination, made a group of symptoms which
would be absolutely conclusive to anyone conversant with the
disease.

"As stated in the beginning of this report, AA*e are firmly con
vinced that should Mr. Curran be released and allowed to do as he
pleases, to gratify his appetites, whims and desires without re¬
straint, that he would not only hasten the course of his disease to
a fatal termination, but would Inevitably bring calamity of som"
sort on himself if not on others. With his exceeding confidence in
himself and his powers, his ever-present feeling of good-fellowship
and liberality, and with practically no power of self-restraint, even
If he saw the necessity for it, he is sure to overindulge in alcohol
and to be injured by other excesses. .ludging by our experience
with like cases, we believe that in the conduct of his business he
would be not only extravagant but irrational, would very readi'y
be induced to enter into calamitous contracts, because unable to
appreciate the significance of such transactions. The danger of
violence to others has already been noted, and while we believe
such danger to be not very imminent, it: is always to be reckoned
with. The danger of suicide and of the commitment of a criminal
act are also more than mere possibilities. We haA'e all had exam-

pies in our own practice of patients with general paresis who, al¬
though apparently perfectly harmless and, indeed, more nearly nor¬
mal than Mr. Curran, have suddenly and without warning com¬
mitted suicide, made dangerous assaults on others, or committed
some other criminal act.

"Consequently, we are firmly convinced that for the sake of his
own health, comfort, welfare and safety, as well as for the protec¬
tion and welfare of the public and the conservation of his prop¬
erty, he should remain in restraint. Our experience leads us to be¬
lieve that it would be impracticable and injurious to Mr. Curran
to allow him to be at large in the custody of an attendant. We
also believe that travel with such attendant would be of no benefit
to him and might result in great difficulties and serious harm.

(Signed) "Sanger Brown,
"Sydney Kuh,
"Hugh T. Patrick."

In A'iew of the foregoing, there seems to the court no other alter-
natiA'e than to follow the opinion and the recommendations above
made.

The relator will, therefore, be remanded to the custody In whieh
the writ found him. The petition will be dismissed and the writ
quashed.

The International Medical Annual. A Year Book of Treat-
ment and Practitioner's Index. 1904. Twenty-second Year. Cloth.
Pp. 770. Price, $3.00 net. New York: E. B. Treat & Co.

This work is intended as a general epitome of the more

striking advances in medicine during the year prior to its pub-
lication. That it has acceptably fulfilled this function is shown
by the fact of its having entered on its twenty-first year. The
articles and abstracts are made up by skilled collaborators of
more than local reputation, and the general practitioner will
find it a valuable r\l=e'\sum\l=e'\\p=m-\onethat will enable him to collect
his views and recollections of the publications of the preceding
year.

The Lympathics. General Anatomy of the Lymphatics, by
G. Delamere. Special Study of the Lympathics in Different Parts
of the Body, by P. Poirier, Professeur d'Anatomie a la Facult\l=e'\de
M\l=e'\decinea Paris, Chirurgien des H\l=o^\pitaux,and B. Cun\l=e'\o,Profes-
seur agr\l=e'\g\l=e'\a la Facult\l=e'\de M\l=e'\decinede Paris. Authorized Eng-
lish Edition by Cecil H. Leaf. M.A., M.B. (Cantab.) F.R.C.S. (Eng.),
Assistant Surgeon to the Cancer Hospital. With 117 Illustra-
tions and Diagrams. Cloth. Pp. 301. Price, $5.00 net. Chicago:
W. T. Keener & Co. 1903.

This work is divided into two parts; the first, of 110 pages,
treats of the "General Anatomy of the Lymphatic System," and
part two, of about 200 pages, is devoted to the "Special Study
of the Lymphatics of the Body." In part one, the leucocyte in
all its varieties and forms is very extensively and interestingly
considered. The structure, the physical, chemical and biologic
properties and the evolution (degeneration and death) of the
leucocyte are studied in a most entertaining manner. The
lymphatic vessels and glands are then described in the same

careful way. A thorough knowledge of the location of the
lymph glands and of the area tributary to each gland or group
of glands is often of the greatest importance, not only to the
surgeon in operating, but also to the diagnostician. These
points are all well described and clearly illustrated in part two.
An extensive and well selected bibliography follows each sub-
ject. The work is an excellent one, and shows an immense
amount of careful, painstaking labor on the part of the authors,
The translation is Avell done, and the profession is to be con¬

gratulated that it is able to obtain the Avork in English.
Atlas and Epitome of Human Histology and Microscopic

Anatomy. By Dr. Johannes Sobotta, of the University of W\l=u"\rz-
burg, Bavaria. Edited, with additions, by G. Carl Huber, M.D.,Junior Professor of Anatomy and Director of the Histologic Lab-
oratory at the University of Michigan. Authorized Translation
from the German. With 171 Illustrations on 80 Lithographic
Plates, and 68 Text Illustrations. Cloth. Pp. 248. Price, $4.50
net. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders & Co. 1903.

This little atlas is one of the most valuable for the medical
student that has yet appeared. In the first place it deals dis-
tinctively with human tissues, and in the second place the
plates are nearly all reproduced in the exact colors that are

taken by tissues stained with hematoxylin and eosin. There is
no question that it is of great assistance to a student to have
the illustrations in his text in the same colors as are the sec-
tions he is studying under the microscope, and hematoxylin
and eosin staining is the method in common use. The text,
although necessarily brief, is excellently written and quite ac-

curate, better, we think, than in many of the larger books that
can not claim so much for their illustrations. There are a
few unfortunate omissions, not all of which are necessitated
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by the brevity of the book. For example, the illustration of
the pancreas shows none of the islands of Langerhans, a serious
defect in a book to be used by medical men. Illustrations of
the parathyroid glands, the hypophysis, and the hemolymph
glands would have also been useful in the same instance. But
the numerous and more important illustrations present are
both accurate and pleasing to a high degree.

A Text-Book of Diseases of Women. By Thomas A. Ashby,
M.D., Professor of Diseases of Women in the University of Mary-land. With 233 Illustrations. Cloth. Pp. 661. Price, $4.50.
Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins Co. 1903.

The author states that "In a concise and practical way he
has tried to present all of the subjects embraced in a study of
the diseases of women." After a brief historical sketch the
anatomy and development of the parts are considered. Most
of the illustrations in this connection are satisfactory, but
Figure 5, representing the perineal body, grossly exaggerates
that structure so as to give one an entirely erroneous idea con-

cerning it. Figure 23, illustrating the nerves of the uterus, is
taken from Bardeleben's Anatomy and shows a pregnant
uterus, neither of which facts is mentioned. Chapters on
methods of examination and technic are fair. The pathology
throughout the work is not up to date, and no one would ever

recognize tubercle bacilli from the illustration on page 218.
The statements that the gonococcus "invariably finds its way
into the vagina through impure sexual intercourse" and that
"gonorrheal endometritis is seldom observed except among
immoral women" are not in accord with the experience of other
observers. At times the directions for treatment are very in¬
definite, for instance, on page S00, Ave find, "In old and long¬
standing cases of ectopie pregnancy Avhere the child has been
converted into a lithopedion or has become mummified, etc., the
child should be left alone for nature to dispose of its remains
or the surgeon should assist Nature in the effort at its elim¬
ination by such measures as will favor this result," but nothing
whatever is said of Avhat measures might favor such a result.
The closing chapter is devoted to intestinal complications and
methods of intestinal suture. As a Avhole, the work covers

fairly Avell the subject of gynecology, but it can not be said to
possess any qualities or marks of distinction.

Therapeutics.
[Our readers are invited to send favorite prescriptions or

outlines of treatment, such as have been tried and found useful,
for publication in these columns. The writer's name must be
attached, but it will be published or omitted as he may prefer.
It is the aim of this department to aid the general practi¬
tioner by giving practical prescriptions and, in brief, methods
of treatment for the diseases seen especially in everyday prac¬
tice. Proper inquiries concerning general formulae and out¬
lines of treatment are answered in these columns without
allusion to inquirer.]

Acne.
In the treatment of acne of the face, the "blackheads" must

first be expressed out by the small instrument used for the
purpose. To soften the skin and aid the procedure the parts
should lie washed Avith water as hot as can be borne, medicated,
with an alkali, like sodium or potassium carbonate in  to 10
per cent, strength; sodium bicarbonate 5 per cent.; ammonium
chlorid 5 to 20 per cent., or sodium borate  per cent.

If more energetic remedies are desired, soaps medicated with
resorcin or naphthol are of service. A combination similar to
the following is also valuable:'

R. Sulphuris precip.3iiss 10
Resorcini.gr. lxxv  
Zinci oxidi.gss 1 
Adipis lana? .3v 20
Liq. petrolati.Ji 30

M. Ft. unguentimi. Sig.: Apply locally.
Similar combinations containing naphthol, salicylic acid or

ichthyol may be used. The skin should be sterilized Avith "

alcoholic lotions containing mercuric bichlorid V, to 2 per cent.,
or resorcin  to 15 per cent., to be applied at bedtime on cotton
light! soaked in the solution.

The following may be suggested for this purpose.
R. Resorcini .3i 41

Aq. cologne.Oi    |
M. Sig.: Apply locali}' on cotton.
These solutions tend to prevent pustulation to some extent.

At the same time constipation should be corrected, avoiding
pastries and seasoned foods. In neurotic cases hj'drotherapy is
indicated.

In the pustular variety of acne, sulphur lotions are indicated,
as in the folloAving combination:

R. Sulphuris precip.3vi 24
Spts. camphora .Sii 60
Aquae roste .Jviss 200
Aq. destil.Jvii 210

M. Sig.: Shake and apply at night Avith a brush and wash
off with hot Avater the next morning.

If the pustules are not conspicuous, as on the neck or back,
they may be painted Avith the tincture of iodin, Avhieh will in
most cases arrest the inflammatory process. On the face a

saturated solution of boric acid in alcohol may be used.
Internally the author recommends brewer's yeast in doses

of one to two teaspoonfuls before each meal. Furunculous or

phlegmonous acne sometimes requires surgical intervention Avith
a fine scarifier.

Internally the A'asoconstrictors are beneficial:
R. Ergotin

Quin. hydrobrom., ää.gr. i 06
Ext. hamamelidis flu.m. ii 12
Pulv. belladonna; fol.gr. 1/12 |005

M. Ft. pillila No. i. Sig.: Four such pills daily after eating.
Pourdon, in Dublin Jour. Med. Science, recommends the fol-

loAving in the treatment of acne:

R. Cadini iodidi ....; .gr.  |65
Adipis lana?. -Si 30|

M. Sig.: To be applied locally at night and well rubbed in
and Avashed off the following morning with hot water and
superfatted soap, accompanied by' massage of all the affected
skin.

Gastric Catarrh.
In cases of chronic gastritis, accompanied by pyrosis, the fol¬

loAving is recommended in Yeo's Clin. Ther.:
R. Bismuthi subnit.gr. Ixxx  

Morphins? hydroehlor.gr. 3/4 0 
Sodii bicarb.gr. xxx 2

M. Ft. chart. No. x. Sig.: One powder to be taken every
tAA'o hours.

If there is loss of appetite the folloAving:
R. Fxt. gentiana?.gr. xxx 2

Syr. aurantii corticis .3v 20
Áq. destil. q. s. ad.5vi 180

M. Ft. mistura. Sig.: One tablespoonful before each meal;
or:

R. Tinct. nucis vom.m. xxx 2|
Aq. laurocerasi .3iiss 10 j
Tinct. quassia? q. s. ad.  301

M. Ft. mistura. Sig.: Fifteen drops to be taken, in water,
three times a day.

For acute cases of gastric catarrh the following is recom¬
mended by the author :

R. Acidi carbol.gr. Vi |015Bismuthi subnit.gr.  ¡65
Mucilaginis acacia?,.3ss 21
Aq. menth. pip. q. s. ad.3ii 8|

M. Sig.: To be taken in a tablespoonful of Avater every
one, tAvo or three hours.

In acute attacks of gastritis in infants, .accompanied by
nausea and vomiting, the folloAving is recommended:

R. Acidi tartarici.gr. xv 11
Aqua? laurocerasi .gtt. x-xx .6 -1|30
Aq. destil. q. s. ad.gv 1501

M. Ft. mistura. Sig. : One dessertspoonful every tAvo hours.
If fever is present the following is recommended:
R. Acidi hydroehlor. dil.m. v-x |30-.65

Syr. simplieis .'..3ii 8|
Aqua? destil. q. s. ad.giii 90[

M. Sig.: One dessertspoonful every tAvo hours, in water.
And if gastric irritability has disappeared but fever still re¬
mains, the following is suggested:
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